
WHY BIRCHWOOD? 

For panel paintings it is sufficient to distinguish between panels made of harder and softer 

grades of wood (note: these are not the same as hardwoods and softwoods), in order to be 

able to predict how a panel will react to painting and climatic changes. 

Trees are divided into two broad classes, usually referred to as hardwoods and softwoods.  

Botanically, hardwoods are Angiosperms and the seeds are enclosed in the ovary of the 

flower.  

Anatomically, hardwoods are porous; that is, they contain vessel elements. A vessel 

element is a wood cell with open ends; when vessel elements are set one above another, 

they form a continuous tube (vessel), which serves as a conduit for transporting water or 

sap in the tree. Typically, hardwoods are plants with broad leaves that, with few exceptions 

in the temperate region, lose their leaves in autumn or winter.  

Birch (Betula) is a hardwood tree with fine, uniform texture. For most species of this tree 

the wood is heavy, hard, and strong, and it has good shock-resisting ability. The wood is 

fine and uniform in texture. 

Birch wood is fine-grained and pale in color with a satiny sheen. Birch plywood is made 

from laminations of birch veneer and it is light but strong. Birch plywood is among the 

strongest and most stable of all plywoods, but it is unsuitable for exterior use. Birch 

plywood is used to make skateboards because they give a strong, yet flexible ride. Birch is 

also used in speakers and musical instruments, as it gives resonance to both higher and 

lower frequencies, providing a fuller sound than woods such as maple. 

At Encaustry, we have tried various hard woods for different art methods and found birch 

plywood to be the most suitable for encaustic painting as it absorbs the wax, provides an 

even, rich finish and allows for various and advanced techniques.   

 


